MWT LORAIN, OHIO - LAKE ERIE RECAP - JUNE 12-13, 2026

The 2026 season of the Michigan Walleye Tour (MWT) continued with the third stop June 12-13th on Lake
Erie in Lorain, Ohio. Afield of 94 boats registered for Lorain and teams readied for blast off Saturday
morning for a chance to grab some of the $41,875.00 purse including a $12K payout to the winning team.

Lake Erie is always a popular destination for walleye fishermen and walleye tournaments, and it never
disappoints. MWT anglers have been running from Michigan to these waters for years to chase big fish, so
moving the tournament launch site to Lorain made it easier for anglers to target the big fish needed to win
the event.

The Playing Field

Lorain isin a unique position on Lake Erie, as it begins the transition from the warmer and shallower
Western Basin to the colder and deeper Eastern Basin. Located on the west end of Lake Erie’s Central
Basin, migrating fish are always moving through, and the varied depth, structures, river mouths, migration
routes and bottom compositions make this area a magnet for walleyes all season long.

Launching in Lorain, Ohio put anglers closer to the pods of tournament quality fish without having to
make a big run from the traditional launch sites on the Michigan shoreline. Giving anglers access from
Lorain meant that the entire lake from Huron in the west to Cleveland in the east — a LOT of water loaded
with a LOT of walleyes!

Pre-Fishing — Could Anglers find the Right Fish

One of the toughest parts of pre-fishing on Lake Erie is the huge number of walleyes in the system. They
are literally everywhere, and the hard work is finding where the RIGHT fish are. Catching fish was easy for
most teams in pre-fishing, with most reporting daily catches of over 100 walleyes, most in the 4-7lb
range. Teams weighed consistent 5-fish baskets of 38-42lbs in pre-fishing and expectations were high for
the tournament.

Productive presentations varied from tossing jigs to shallow rock and weed cover to pulling divers with
spinners in water as deep as 60’. Traditional Lake Erie crankbait and spinner trolling was working as was
using Forward Facing Sonar to find and cast to individual fish with jigs tipped with plastics and/or
crawlers. Anglers were excited about hitting the water on Day One and seeing what they could bring to
the scales.

Day One: Mother Nature Ruins the Party

With pre-fishing done and plans made, Friday morning brought several changes that would prove to affect
most of the anglers. First, a significant hatch of mayflies showed up overnight. These large hatches can
affect feeding patterns, timing and locations as walleyes and bait fish relocate to take advantage of the
hatch.

Second, the WIND showed up late on Thursday. By the time of the Captain’s Meeting, the US Coast
Guard had issued a Small Craft Advisory for Friday, in effect until 2 p.m. Hoping the Advisory may be
cancelled, the MWT Tournament Committee waited until the early morning to decide whether to launch



or not and with the Small Craft Advisory still in place, the easy decision to cancel the day was made,
turning the event into the second one-day shoot of the season.

Third, the wind was going to probably change water temperatures in some area, move bait fish, create
currents and move walleyes in open water — all factors the teams would need to adjust to when they hit
the water on Saturday.

Day Two - Lake Erie Shows Off!

As the weigh-in started it didn’t take long for Lake Erie to impress. Early in the day the team of Jacob
Meek, Adam Magnuson and Chris Schumann weighed the first basket over 35lbs. with a 5-fish total of
37.75 lbs. anchored by the tournament big fish, weighing in at 11.09 lbs!

Jacob stayed in the “Hot Seat” for a while until 2-time defending Team of the Year Matt Lafreniere, David
Kolb and Kenny Salwa stepped to the scales with a 38.92lb basket, knocking of the Meek team and
putting them firmly in the lead. As teams approached the scale one by one, the lead held for Lafreniere,
Kolb and Salwa through most of the weigh-in.

Late in the weigh in the two-time defending MWT Championship winning team of Rande Woodland,
Chris Ross and Shaun Frantz brought a big basket to the scale. When they laid their basket on the scale,
they had taken the lead by only 0.91lbs with a beautiful limit of walleyes weighing 39.83lbs!

With this group of anglers it is hard to relax when you have the lead, and team by team crossed the stage
unable to knock off Woodland, Ross and Frantz. The next-to-last team weighed was the father/son
team of Brett and Tom Gilbertson, a duo with lots of time and success in Lake Erie walleye tournaments.
A heavy 5-fish limit was brought to the stage, but when the scale told the story, their 39.03 lbs. was less
than a pound shy of taking the win, crowning Woodland, Ross and Frantz as the champs!

Key Takeaways

All of the top 3 teams were using Forward Facing Sonar and casting at individual fish throughout the day.
The third-place team of Matt Lafreniere, David Kolb and Kenny Salwa were efficient, only casting to fish
that would be tournament quality with jigs and crawlers.

Second place finishers Brett and Tom Gilbertson went through a LOT of fish, with Brett commenting that
he stayed on the front casting and his dad stayed in the back unhooking fish, rerigging rods, tending to the
livewell and culling fish to get the best weight!

The winning team of Rande Woodland, Chris Ross and Shaun Frantz also caught their fish on jigs
tipped with plastics and/or crawlers and focused on a few keys to find the right fish about 45 miles east of
Lorain. Bottom composition was a key, with softer bottom holding better fish and finding the right water
temps was another key. Using online tools and apps, they identified key migration routes that fish were
using and looked for subtle steeper breaks and areas that would break the current and hold bigger fish.
Paying attention to small details paid off!



Big Movers

With the 2026 season past the halfway point, anglers will be starting to think about Team of the Year

points to win the coveted title and to qualify for the season ending Championship. After Event Two on the
Saginaw Bay, both the two-time defending championship winners (Woodland/Ross/Frantz) and the two-
time defending Team of the Year winners (Lafreniere/Kolb/Salwa) were in the top 11, chasing the leading
team of Evan Adler, Shane Loney and Austin Crum, who finished 14" in Lorain the race is getting tighter!

Awards Rundown

Tournament Winners: Rande Woodland, Chris Ross and Shaun Frantz 39.83 lbs.
Big Fish: Jacob Meek, Adam Magnuson and Chris Schumann 11.09 lbs.
Total Fish Weighed: 425 fish weighing 2324.25 lbs.

The next stop for the Michigan Walleye Tour is in Alpena, Michigan on Lake Huron July 11-12th. Send off at
7 AM and Weigh-in will be held at the Alpena City Launch at 3 PM each day.

You can follow the Michigan Walleye Tour, watch live weigh in and see daily results
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Michiganwalleyetour and at the website

www.michiganwalleyetour.com

The Michigan Walleye Tour is presented by Skeeter Boats, Yamaha Motors and Garmin Electronics



